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Budget-Campaign Goal
The goal for the 2009 Building Futures Campaign is $100,000. This funding is needed to support
program management and implementation, educational materials, web support and marketing
materials. The funds raised through the Building Futures campaign are a critical part of SDFF's
operating budget. They enhance grant funded programs, augment technical capacity and allow
SDFF to develop and provide innovative education programs. The Building Futures Campaign
provides support for quality programs, which increases academic performance and community
involvement in high-risk neighborhoods. SDFF offers the programs at no-cost to schools,
organizations and participants.

ABOUT SDFF
San Diego Futures Foundation (SDFF) is a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit organization created to establish
accessibility to information technology resources, increase computer literacy, and provide training
to enable a broader range of citizens to cross the digital divide. SDFF is committed to improving
educational outcomes utilizing technology as a tool and career path. SDFF provides educational
programs for four different age groups and a School-to-Career enrichment program. In addition to
education and training programs, SDFF services include: 

San Diego Broadband Initiative (SDBI)
SDBI delivers computers, training, discounted internet connections and other related resources to
low-income families in San Diego's disadvantaged neighborhoods. SDBI served more 1,950 families
in its first year.

Recycling and Salvage
SDFF recycles e-Waste from local businesses and corporations responsibly, and reinvests the
proceeds in SDFF education programs. SDFF also offers free community e-Waste drop-off.
Recycling e-Waste saves natural resources, reduces pollution and extends the life of landfills. 

Computer Donations
SDFF, in partnership with the County of San Diego and the Northrop Grumman Corporation,
refurbishes computers from the public sector and distributes them to nonprofit organizations and
low-income families throughout San Diego County. The Computer Donation Program was SDFF's first
program, and remains a core service, increasing access to information technology and computer
literacy.

SDFF Technical Services
Provides expert IT support exclusively for San Diego nonprofit organizations. SDFF Technical Services
offers superior customer services at affordable prices.

4275 El Cajon Blvd, Suite 200 • San Diego, CA 92105
www.sdfutures.org



Dear Friends,

Investment decisions have never been more important, and one of the best investment opportunities available
in 2009 is the San Diego Futures Foundation Building Futures Campaign. Building Futures is an investment in
technology, education and our most valuable of all natural resources - children and youth. The benefits yielded
from an investment in our educational programs will be realized in our community today and in the workforce
of tomorrow.

Technology has undeniably changed the world for the better. The demand for skilled technology workers
currently far exceeds the supply and is expected to continue to grow. It is estimated that 70% of all jobs use
computers and 90% of all jobs use computer-related technologies. Studies have also shown that technology
helps children improve writing, reading and math skills. Technology is a proven deterrent to dropout rates,
improves student attendance and enhances learning abilities. SDFF supports increased access to technology
through computer donations to disadvantaged families, innovative training programs, and by actively
campaigning to close the digital divide. 

Education - Research conducted by the Department of Labor indicates that for each year of education
attained, employees earn higher wages, receive better benefits, have shorter periods of unemployment after
being laid-off, and are able to transfer skills to other industries. SDFF supports education through partnerships
with high schools that connect classroom learning to the real world of work. SDFF provides enrichment activities
that enhance classroom learning including information technology and career exploration workshops, job
shadows, and field trips to San Diego businesses. SDFF works to promote the incorporation of technology industry
values and standards into school curriculum by serving on advisory boards, senior project panels and by
participating in school needs assessments.

Children and Youth - There are great disparities in access to technology, and some of our children are being left
behind. A recent study has determined that only 47 percent of Black and 44 percent of Latino students use the
Internet, compared to 67 percent of white students. Latinos, the fastest growing demographic in California,
also have the lowest rates of home computer ownership, internet connection and of attending post-secondary
education. SDFF supports children and youth through education programs that teach fundamental skills and
motivates them to excel. The eLearn2Earn Program is offered to middle school age youth in community
technology centers and at afterschool sites. eLearn2Earn supports academic development by improving skills
in core subjects such as English, math and financial literacy. 

Clearly, there is a need to extend technology to disadvantaged populations. Without question, technology
provides innumerable benefits to children, youth and the community at-large. Building Futures offers a solution
to on-going cycles of poverty and its related social problems. Employers need educated employees with
technology skills. Children growing up in low income homes can fill the current and future demand by
completing their education and acquiring technology skills. Building Futures will help those children and youth
to obtain needed skills through after-school programs, internships and training programs. Your support today will
help them become productive community members, and in turn, help build the next generation's future. With
technology and education, the risk is minimal and potential enormous. Please join us as we build futures,
changing lives through technology.

Sincerely,

Megan Graulich, Executive Director
San Diego Futures Foundation    

Education and Technology Training Builds Futures

SDFF invests in education and training as a long range strategy to reduce poverty and improve the
quality of life for disadvantaged communities. SDFF provides four education programs designed to
meet the needs of different age groups and special populations. SDFF programs are offered in
every region in San Diego County at after-school programs, learning centers and in partnership with
school districts. The foundation for all SDFF programs and services is technology. Technology offers
some of the best opportunities for engaging students in authentic learning. SDFF's education
programs encourage youth to strive for achievement through high expectations, experiential
learning and support.

Building Character - SDFF has developed an on-line, educational enrichment program. The
eLearn2Earn program supports academic development in youth (ages 11 - 14). It was designed to
improve skills in reading, writing, math, financial literacy, civic engagement and computer literacy.
Equally important, eLearn2Earn works with middle school youth as a pro-active prevention program
to reduce high rates of school dropouts in low-income communities. The downward process in
school engagement usually begins in the sixth grade. Their future behavior is profoundly influenced,
which makes it an ideal time for engaging youth in positive choices. SDFF provides educational
programs throughout the county at no-cost to participants or the site providers.

Building Skills - The SDFF - AOIT Internship Program is a unique collaborative partnership between a
traditional high school and a technology organization. The internship program uses a project-based
learning approach. Every student learns to completely dissemble and refurbish outdated
computers which are then donated to low-income families. Youth also develop a bio-slide about
themselves that uses at least 3 software applications. Over a six week period, students will master
hardware, software and presentation skills that are valued by employers and needed for higher
education.

Building Community - SDFF integrates community service learning opportunities and other
enrichment activities into our programs to increase student engagement, encourage community
involvement and offer productive activities as alternative to high risk behaviors. SDFF Programs
have refurbished and distributed 21,402 computers and provided 20,715 hours of volunteer support
to schools, community and nonprofit organizations, foster family and youth programs. The San
Diego Broadband Initiative, SDFF's largest program to date, was established to increase the
accessibility of broadband to underserved populations in San Diego County. In its first year of
operation, The San Diego Broadband Initiative connected over 1,900 families with computer
training and provided them with refurbished home computers and discounted internet services.
Accelerating broadband deployment spurs new job creation, increases educational opportunities
and helps reduce energy use. Broadband connection enhances communication for everyone,
particularly disabled and home- bound people.

Building character, building skills and building community, please join the San Diego Futures
Foundation in Building Futures.

President, Board of Directors
San Diego Futures Foundation    
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